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Dear President, Dear Honourable Member,

I would like to thank you for your letter of 13 July 2021, by which you invited the 
Commission to consider some proposals to strengthen the Union ’s reaction to 
environmental crime.

As I made clear in the Political Guidelines published in July 2019, the enhanced 
protection of the environment, including by means of criminal law, is a top priority of the 
current Commission.

In this context, your proposals are timely and truly welcome. I am aware that 
environmental crime remains a high profit activity and that the steps undertaken so far to 
protect the environment through criminal law had only limited effect. This has also been 
confirmed by the evaluation of Directive 2008/99/EC (the ‘Environmental Crime 
Directive’), which was published in October 2020. As a consequence, this Directive is 
currently being reviewed with a view to stepping up its effectiveness. The Commission 
intends to table a proposal by the end of this year.

The review will look into updating the scope of the Directive to new environmental areas 
in line with the Commission ’s Green Deal Communication and its Biodiversity Strategy. 
Sanction types and levels will have to be defined more precisely to ensure that criminals 
cannot profit from the usually high proceeds gained through their criminal activities. The 
review will also address the links between environmental crime and organised crime.
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The revised Directive will in particular have to address the shortcomings of its practical 
implementation, strengthen the criminal law enforcement chain and oblige Member States 
to better align their administrative and criminal enforcement systems. This could include 
obligations of training, specialisation, adequate resource allocation, cooperation and 
information sharing along the whole enforcement chain, also cross-border. National 
overarching strategies to combat environmental crime involving administrative 
inspection, police, prosecution and criminal courts are indispensable for success. The 
review will also analyse how to strengthen the systematic involvement of Eurojust, 
Europol and OLAF.

You also invite the Commission to explore the extension of the mandate of the European 
Public Prosecutor ’s Office (EPPO) so as to cover environmental crime and to provide for 
a stronger and broader institutional framework on cross-border environmental crime, the 

‘EU Green Prosecutor’. I take note with great interest of these proposals.

In accordance with Article 86(4) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, 
the European Council can decide to extend the mandate of the EPPO to other serious 
crime having a cross-border dimension, after obtaining the consent of the European 
Parliament and consulting the Commission. The EPPO has started its operational 
activities on 1 June 2021. The Commission stands ready to explore, in close cooperation 
with the European Parliament, the need and feasibility to extend the EPPO ’s competence 
in the medium term so as to cover serious cross-border environmental crime.

The Commission will keep the European Parliament duly informed of any development in 
the ongoing and future initiatives in this field. I am fully committed to making the Union a 
world leader in environmental matters and I would therefore like to take this opportunity 
to thank you and the European Parliament for your unrelenting support to promote a swift 
and much needed transition towards a greener Europe.

Yours faithfully,

(/rsJb
Ursula von der Leyen
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